
Proud past, bright future!
 

Located in Macoupin County, 
Illinois, USA 

The completion of the Chicago & Alton Railroad 
spurred the establishment of Virden. The first 
lots were sold in October 1852 and John Virden, 
for whom the town was named, built the first 
commercial building — a hotel known as Junction 
House. The first house was built by Alexander 
Hord and the first store was opened by Henry 
Fishback in November. In 1869, the first coal shaft 
was sunk. The following year, the people of the 
village voted for the building of the 31 mile stretch 
of the Jacksonville & Southeastern Railway and 
within no time, freight was coming into town and 
carload after carload of coal was being shipped out 
by the Virden Coal Company.

The Virden Cemetery is the final resting place for many Virden 
residents who left their mark in history. Also interned there are 
WWII and Iwo Jima veterans and Virden’s own inventor of the 
breakaway basketball hoop. In one section of the cemetery are 
twelve graves that were assigned by the United Mine Workers, 
but only four are occupied.  Visit: virdencemetery.org. 

Virden Cemetery Virden, Illinois

North Mac Unit District #34
In 2010 the school districts of Virden and Girard consolidated 
into the North Mac School District #34. The school mascot 
is a Panther with school colors being North Carolina Blue 
and Black. In 2018, the North Campus underwent a major 
renovation to the high school and added state of the art 
STEM labs and  sport complexes for football, soccer, track and 
baseball. Visit: northmacschools.org

Virden has one of the 
31 interpretive exhibits 
that can be found along 
Route 66 through Illinois. 
Each tells a story about 
that location and its 
Route 66 history.  
It is located on the 
northwest corner of 
the city park on the square.

Route 66 Wayside Exhibit

Located in the entry of Showtime Lanes Cafe is the VACC Wel-
come Center where visitors can sign in and pick up a free copy of 
the Route 66 Scenic Byways magazine and other material. 

Welcome Center



Centered in the city 
park, the Soldiers and 
Sailors monument 
commemorates local 
veterans who served in 
WWI.

The park also houses its  
historic bandstand that 
recalls an era of Saturday 
night band concerts and 
ice cream socials. It is 
now the stage for our 
local Miss Virden Queen 
Pageant.

Virden Miners Battle Monument
 Located in the downtown park is a three dimensional 
bronze and granite memorial depicting the Battle of Virden, 
also known as the Virden Massacre. It occurred October 12, 
1898, and was a labor union conflict involving the United 
Mine Workers of America. The most prominent figure on the 
Battle of Virden Monument is that of Mary Jones known as the 
white-haired “Mother Jones” of the labor movement from 1880 
through the early 1920s. The Virden Miner’s Battle Monument 
was dedicated in 2006. 

Local History and Attractions

The pre-1930’s two-lane road, Illinois Route 66, meanders 
through Chatham and Auburn, where you can travel on the 
brick roadway, before moving on into Thayer, Virden, Gi-
rard, Nilwood, Carlinville, Gillespie, Benld, Sawyerville and 
Staunton. 

The Virden Mural

The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency has catalogued a 
number of the Mesker Buildings throughout Illinois. Mesker 
Buildings are those exhibiting some of the ornamental facades 
made by one of the two Mesker Companies. Virden boasts at 
least six such buildings. Pictured are some that are located on the 
North side of the square, 117, 125, 133, 135, 137 E. Jackson Street 
and one at 144 E. Dean Street.

Mesker Storefronts

Local History and Attractions Local History and Attractions

During the Great Depression, the United States govern-
ment commissioned works of art in public buildings 
across the nation. In 1939, the Virden Post Office was the 
recipient of one of the murals. The mural was painted by  
renowned illustrator and author James Daugherty  and 
entitled, “Illinois Pastoral”, this tempura and oil canvas 
hangs in the lobby of the Virden Post Office. This was the 
only New Deal Era commission Daugherty received.

Virden Post Office Mural

Route 66 through Virden

WWI War 
Monument

The Virden History Mural, on the west side of Sav Mor Pharmacy 
along Illinois Route 4 (Historic Route 66),  was recreated  to 
capture the history of Virden and was financed totally by 
community donations. It was completed in 2018 by husband-and-
wife sign painters/artists Bernie Gietl and D.L. Whitlock-Gietl 
of Carlinville. The previous mural consisted of four panels also 
showing the history of Virden but had to be taken down due to 
deterioration beyond repair.  

For more information see 
www.facebook.com/VirdenChamber
wwwvirdenmural.com 
virdenchamber.com.  


